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"Thquollc\rins comments on elemem:a.r‘y and secondary school education in the Latvian SER
date through mid-January 1953. J

|

l

"Cqupulnory schooling wae introduced in the Latvian 58R in 1952. In the country all
children are required to take the seven-year elem=ntary school course. The elementary
school is always referred to as the seven-year school (semiletka). In the larger towns
-- Riga, Liepajs, Daugavpils -- all :children nust study for 13 years. After their

course at the semiletka they mey go ‘to vork, if their perents cenmot afford to keep
the.. in a day school, but they must continue their secondary education at night school.

the couatry only elementary education is enforced. The children start when they are

"In
8ix |or seven. If a child of that a.ée does not turn up &t school, his parenis get &
25X1 letter ordering him to report. Because people fear the Communist authoritics, they obey. : P
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"In some rural areas, &g the Nica commnq near Liepaje, there ATre ten-year achnols ;
(desiatilstka), but rot all the children complete the course at these schools. There
is no penalty if they do not, so long «s they have completed their equivelent of the |
semiletka. ‘ 1 | ‘
"I~ the towns it is different. If & ‘boy {or girl) seeks work Att‘er finishing- elementary
school, factory macagemonts inquire where he 1s continuing his education. If he is nbt
8till going t» 8chool he does not get the, Job. The majority of semiletka graduvates |
80 to night scheols and work during the’dcy‘. Young people who rem‘ e t0 study are gent
to kolkhozes or placed in Factory-Workshop Schools -. 80-3alled FRA-Schools (Fabriku-|
Rupz.en Arodskola in Latvian, or Shkola FZO- Fabrichno-Zavodskozol Obuchenia in Russian).
siere they learn a trade under conditions r:sembimg army barnc?u or & mild lador camp.

[ See Para. 407 \

|
N |
"When & pupil gradustee from elementary school to secondary school, he must 411 in 'y
detailed guestionnaire about his family -- father, mother, grandpareats, brothers,
sistem uncles, aunts, -- and his friends. If the family is 'bad’, ie bourgeois and
reactionary, the pupil is not barred from furtner schooling. But]th. cnildren of good,
reliable, proletarian families have priority before him in the choice of secondery ‘
school. If there are encugh of these to f£1ll the vacancies at & given school, the |
child of unrelimble parents is sent AWRY, no matter how gocd his semilatka cortiriuta‘.
\
|

He must apply for admizolon at some school that i less popular.

"To finish sacondary school a pupil muev pass examinations in &ll ‘hn subjects. The !
exanining committee of teachers also includes & representative of the local CP committee.
The most important subject 1s Marxism-Leninism. If & pupil gete a low mark in that -

oay & 3 [only 'satisfactory’, sec Pars 10/-- his whole leaving certificate wili be |

bad and he will have no chance to go to college. Membership in { 3 Komscmol is &ctually,
though not officially, obligatory for admission to a university or a good career. The}
CP representative on the exanining committeo seces that Komsomol members are passed moro
easily than the others. : ‘

"Upoa gaining admission to & university, & studont must pass & new set of examipations
within tke faculty of kis choice. Certain subJjects are common to the examinations of
all the faculties: Marxism, literature / type not specitied/, Russian and Latvian
languages, mathematics. With the excepfion of the examinetion in Russeian lenguage,
the questions are set in Latvian. . i

Fees

i
‘ |
"Blementary school education is free. ' For the six years of aecondAry school educetion|
-- day or night -- the annual tuition fee is 150-180 rubles, depending on th: type of |
school. Childrem of t2echers and of disabled war veterans receive |their secondaxry |
education free of charge.

“Pupils at secondary schools --both dsy and night -- can earn echolarships through
meri+. The Soviet system of marks is.

. Excellent
Good .
Sattisfactory
Unsatiefactory
- Bad |

[ S D APVEE g ¥ )]
LA B |

In order to qualify for a scholarship all a pupil’s marks must be ‘pood' or 'Excellent'}.
second year it is |

In the firs+ year such a scholarship is 140 mbles monthly; ir the

160 rubles monthly; ir the subsequent years 1t 1e 180 rubles monthly. Nobody can live |
on such a small sum, but it helps 4the family budges. ‘
|
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"If a pupil has held a scholarih:.p ir schcol he must work, upon graduation, where the K
Btate decid&-‘l t0 8end him. Graduatgp in Liepaja have usually been given work in Iatvia,
but ag of mid-January 1953 there were rumors that the boys studying metallurgy &t the BN

Technical College there would be sent to the Urals. : ‘.

Curricultln

A1l eubjectp in the curriculux are jpermeated vith communist propeganda -- even mathe-
matics, for the sums one does in e mentary school are about kolkhozniks delivering
80-and-pc much for their compulsory lagricultural quotas and having so-and-sé much left
with which to buy @ Moskvich car etc‘.L In chemisatry students are taught, for example,
that Mendeleyev was a pracursor of Communism; he thought alvays of the people and was
hated by the |Western 'Mrl' “ All existing inve ntions and technical improvements
&re represented as Soviet achicvemants. ' ‘ :

I
‘ N
"The two subjects most distorted in ;the curriculum of Latvian schools ere Latvian

history and Latvian literature: }

(a) Zatviam histo » &8 such, Q,oes not axist. Boviet history is taught in
its stead. 1t Tigures ic the suxricklum Zrom the fourth year of elementary
school through the last year of secondary schocl. The Latvians snd Latvia

are montioned in reference% to four events only:

~--In the Napoleonic War ot} 1812, when part of Napoleon:s troops marched
t‘hroush Latvia; | ‘ i .

| |
-~The Reveolution of 1905, \Tlhan Peasants revolted in latvia;

| ‘
--Tpa October Revolution, when ceartain Latvian reginents joixed the iusurgents!

--'r‘hn admission of Latv:ia 1‘.n 19k0 into the ‘happy band® of Soviet republics.
The‘ Soviets are representeé}l]au the greatest friends of the latvian people
through the ages. The Pervading theme of this new history is that ‘the
East 1s the gresat source and symbol of freedow'. Not & word is said of
Latvia's period of independenmce. Not & word 1s said even of the ‘eriminal
ros‘tm' of Ulmanis. Theat e¢ra is deliiberately ignored.

(v) ht#ia.n literature is euexlnially Soviet literature. The textbooks discuss
allf‘the Soviet writers ntnd#gd in the course of Soviet iiterature , Dentioning
& few Letvian writers here jn,nd there. These textbooks of ‘Latvian literaturs’
virtually the textbooks of Soviet literature translated into Latvian. As p
both subjects are compulsory the net result is that students study Soviet
literature twice, once iu L‘...tvim and once in Russian.

Accqrding to the vextbooks } the greatest Latvian author today is L fn_x_x7
Sudrabkalns. The gocd on‘ea]pre / fm_a] Rainis, Anna Sakse, Fricis Rok lnis,
Viliis Lacis and Andreje Upits. [Fnu? Jaunsubdrabinsh does not exist. ang/
Blaumanis might be admitted,| but ‘he has portrayed the misery of the people
without Ind‘.c&ting the way bpt from such misery®, i.e. Commmnism. Therelore,

the itexcbook meptions him oxjxly briefly and includes no biography. Eduards -
Virza 1is abused as the lackay of Ulmanis. [fm_z/ Aspagia and Anna Brigadere
! | 25X1
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are gopsidered unworthy because they indulged in 'lyric sweetness' and
didf exhort the psople to struggle. Such writers a8 Veronica Strelerte )
Andrejs Bglitis and Martinsh Ziverts, vho went into exile to escape the
Soviet occupation, are never mantioned.

The education authorities cram so much litereture ianto the school curricu-
lum because they consider it the best vehicle of propaganda+~- & kind of
sugar-coated pill. The young pecple continue tc read the old books wken-
ever they can get them. The cnly new books which enjoy a cértain popu-
larity are those by Vilis Lacis, especially Birds Without Wings. To New

Shores is also read. |

'I'extbooxs‘ Supplies and Facilities

"Btudents have constant difficulty getting their required textbooks because » Wwith the
exception ot the mathematics manuala, they are always being revised -- particularly
the textbooks on Soviet history and literature. One yeer an author will be excluded,
only to reappear several Years later. But there are many excluded each yeer, and
they never all return together, so s discarded text is never good again. The revised
texts avpear late -- sometimes months after the beginning of tae scholastic yoar --
and in ipsufficient quantities. Schoolbooks in Latvia have Lecome items for specula-
tion: a student with friends at a bookehop (or the Lookshop employees ;themnelvee) will
corner tho market, dbuying up the available ccpies and selling tham 'black' for fancy
Prices. Btudents have to buy their own textboocks, which are not cheap:. They average
between five and 25 rubles each. A textbook of Boviet literature costs 10 rubles;

& manual on mechanico costs 25 rubles. Those are official prices -« the blackmarket
pricss are much higher. Teochnical litorature is always expensive. Biﬁ;ce tu2 mathe-
matice mapuals do not change, they are usually available to studerts 11|1 the school

lidraries. ' |

"Students buy their copybooks at their schools , paying 25 kopeks for ellch. None are
80ld in the shops because the paper shortage is go great. The mn.ximm|number of copy-
books & secondary student car buy each year 1s 25; younger students get less. Pencils,
nibs and ink can be baught in the shops. Maps can also be bought in the shops. There

are large mape &t the achools.

"Tkhe school buildings,in general, are poorly cared for and fairly dirty. Most of them
are not heated more than twice a week during the winter; the children often attend
class in overcoata.

"Tae schools provide lunch for their pupila ; &t a charge of 12 rublee per week. This
lunch consists exclusively of a bowl of thin vegetable soup without meat; no milk or
bread. However, many children buy 1t because it is comparatively cheap and their one
chance for a warm midday meal when both parents work. '

Communism

"A certain amount of pressure is exerted on schoolchildren to join Communist youth
organizations.: It 1s usually easy to make the youag children join the IP:Loneer League.
The teachers have to promote it: the children Are told that they will see films free
of cherge is they join and also have opportunities for sports. In the towus about
half of the pupile in the lower grades are Pioneers; in the country the! number i1i»
less. Parental consent is not necessary before a child joins the Pioneers. Small
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;h{‘o'nlae influence counteracts the propaganda. However, some twdlve-year olds know per- e
fectly well tbat the propeganda 1s false but etay in the Leaguc because of the advan-

jt“ses it offers.

"It 18 different with the Komsomol. Very few youngstaers Join. In the lower classe=~

of [-econdary schools there are often no Komsomol members. Later, those who plan to

:30‘ lon to universities do join because it is the only way to get abead, but the proportion
of Komsomol members among secondary school graduates is probably not larger than 15-20%.

'Very few older children belicve the regime propsgands, not even the Komsomol members

i1 hq have t> read Marxist lectures to the others. If there are any believers, they are

cured cn their first real job when they ses what economic life is actually like.

.

'All the schools must participate in the political demonstrations om Communist holi-

d;yp. Absentees are reported by their teachers to the headmaster, who must report in
turn to the CP. The usual pensalty for sboenteeism on such occasicns ig lowered marks
}tor}order, but one's chances of passing the final examinations are also Jjeopardized.

'i‘e‘n([:hsrl

"E'T‘hnire is no shortsge ¢f teachers - at least in the Liepsaja area. The majority --
{abgqt T70% -- are young and nev. The Commnist regime does not favor the old teachers,
probably for ideological reasons. Yet the young teachers are Latviens too, cad no

‘mo * pro-regime than their predecessors.

|'There are no Soviet teachers in Latvian echools except those who teach the Russian
lenguage.

;'ﬂuﬁviw teachers are trained at pedagogical institutes, which are considered iunstitu-
tions of higher education (VUZ) snd of equal standing with the universities. The
i_fv:mz"u at the Pedagogical Institute in Liepaja lasts four years. This institute has
1:11!9 faculties: Latvian lsnguege, Russian langusge, history, mathemmtics and natural
science. Students of all faculties must sléo take & course in Marxisw. When they
graqute they are fully-qualified teachers and earn a mlary of about 600 rubles a
month.

}"The’ Pedagogical Institute in Daugavpils has & preponderauce of Soviets.

Schools in Liepajs

i"‘I‘ am not sure of the total number of schools ib Liepaja itself. I:Ithere
are |four Latvian and five Soviet schools / type not specified/. All the schoole work
}in'j two shifts. If a achool is mixed, the Soviets take the morning shift and the
Tatviens the afternoon. Only omne new school building has been built in Liepeja since
World War II. It is a large five-story building i1n the acrthern guburb. In additionm,
.+ 're are four night schools in Liepaja:- The Technical Evening College for both

woviets and Latvians, and three regular secondary schools.
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Liepaja School for Applied Art 5,

“The School for Applied Art (Lispejas Dailamatniecibes Widusskola)on Alejas Street in
Liepaja existed before Worlid War I1. In 1952 the School fcr Applied Art in Kuldiga "‘
vas liquidated and the students transferred to Liepaja. The total enrollment at the b
Liepaja school 1s now 350-400. There is also a school for applied art in Riga. Jt o
has two branches; one for Latvians and one for Soviets. The school in Liepaja is for '.
Latvians only; &nd the teaching 1g dobe in Latvian. ’ Ig
——

“The Liepajss Dailsmatniecibas Widusekola has five depsrtments: amber work, pottery,
woodcarvirng, weaving and metal work. The course in metal work includes work in
chemistry and metallurgy. Students usually enter upon graduation from elementary
school. The courer lasts five years. The yearly fee is 170 rubles. Scholarships
are available. A  greduate may go directly imto industry or continue his studies at
the Art Academy in Riga.

“Several subjects are required in the curriculum of all departments: the Hiastory of
the USSR, the Russian language, the Latvian language , the English language (prior to
1951 French was the required language), algebra, geometry, trigonometry, ornamental
composition, drawing and peinting.

"The pupils range in age from 1k to 25. Only since the merger with *he Kuldiga school
have boarding Lkouse facilitiee been provided. Most of the students live at home.

The boarding house for boys 1s on Peldu Street; about 10 live there. The voarding
house for girls 1s on Zivju Street; about 20 girle live there.

"Most of the teachers taught at the school before World War II. The headmaster, Juri)s
Anzolis, aged 48, taught there when Latvia was independent. None of the teachers

are Commnists. A womer, (fnu) Zilite, vho taught Soviet Listory, vas dismissed in
1952 when she wes oboerved entering & Catholic church. She has disappeared from
Liepaja.

"Both teachers and students are strictly forbidden to have anything to do with the
Church. The students are told that people vho believe in God have no place in a
Boviet achool. In 1952 some pupils were refused leaving certificates because they
had got confirmed. They were branded by ndme in the local paper as relics of the
dark era of cepitalism. -

Liepaja Technical EveninﬁrCon.eE

"The Technical Evening College in Liepaja 1s on Krisjana Valdemara Street, where there
used to be & technical college prior to World War II. The school has two departments:
metallurgy and ‘electrotechnics’. The course offered by the latter department is
shorter. Rusaian, Latvian, &nd Soviet history and literature are requirements in

the curriculum. Upor graduation the best pupils have the chance of being sent to
Moscow to an institute whare the annuai tuition is LOO rubles.

"The school has about 300 pupile, about hal?f Latvians and half Soviets. The head
15 & Soviet woman, (fnu) Shcherbak~va, vho formerly taught somewhers in Kazakhstan.
Bhe has a rather yellow complexion and is middle-aged and dull. Her predecessor was

(fonu} Vinogradova, another Soviet wopan who was dismissed for her 'joyous temperament'.
She liked good fcod and drink and %ock dribes in order to get money she needed. It -
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wes generally known that ope could get a leaving certificate from her for 200 rubles.
Finally a Soviet boy informed on-her, and the MVD sent her dback to the USER. The
othexr teachers are Laetvians, most of whom taught at the college before World War II.

"The school building is kept reasonably clean and well heated. Lessouns start at 6pm
and last until 10:30 pm, but the =tudcnts have to get up about 6:30 a.m. to get to
their factory Jjobs. Occasionally the school is closed entirely and the students
packed off to help in the kolxhozes. At the beginming of Januery 1953 they were
taken off in Jorries to work for ten days picking sugar beets from under the snow at
the kolkhozes in Aistere.

"There is no special political inetruction bayond that injected into every subject.
About once & week the form-masters hold 2 "political half-hour’ in which they analyze
same newspaper article which pruises the Scviet regime. The pupils tend to believe
vhat they are told about the strikes sud starvation in the West -- until the lecturer
emphasizes the prosperity sn Latvia. That they know is false, 80 they doudbt the rest.

"The relaticn in the college between the Latvian and Soviet students is bad, and it is
the fault of the Soviels.  They are boasztful and overbearing and insist arrogantly
that everything in the USSR is better. The Latvians naturally resent this, and fights
are apt to start. The Latvians also regent ths way the Soviet pupila are favcied and
held as examples, though they are generally worse behaved. The two groups keep
strictly apart. They rarely fight ove:r girls, because Latvian girls do notv,as a rule,
g0 out with Soviets, The Soviets Arink a lct, and dances are apt to turn into brawils.

VEF Technical College, Riga

"A Technical Collage ie attachsd to the VEF plant in Riga. That 1s a large plant vhich
produces slactric oquipment and radioc. During their course the students hold good
Jobs at the same time in the VEF plant. Upon graduation they have the chance to get
even bettar jobs. Applicants vhose permaunent residence is not in Riga are turned down.
FRA.-8Schoolsé s

"Theres 18 & Factory-Workshop Schoo), & so-called FRA-schocl (Fabriku-Rupuieu Arodskola),
on Alejas Street ia Lizpuja. The pupils are boys aged between 13 and 17. They are
both Latvians and Soviets, the Soviets being in +the majoriuy. Most of thege boys are
war orphans or persons whose pairent# have been arrested or deported., Some are Juvenile
delinguents who have refused to at<end the r=gular achools or have beun arrested for
petty thievery etc. The original plan for thesz echools was that pupils would Le
drafted to them forcibly. Parente everywhere raised auch cpposition that the idea has
been abandon=d, at least for the present.

"In contrast to the practice &t other vccational schools, the pupils at the FRA -schools
raceive very little iagtruttiip on gepsrul ecademic subjec=s. They co.nt:eqtratc-on
practical training almost entirsly. They are trained 1in sbbling, turning and, in
moet cases, bricklaying. The school course I3 short: thres ¢ six months. The pupils
are then sent into factoriss as crdinary workers. Although there 16 & law that minors
should not work 1p factorie: ionger than #1x hours daily this is not observed and
they work ths full «ighv hours.

"The FRA-cchools ara boarding schooic, The pupiis vear a Llue uniform in the winter
and a white uvr:farm in the summer.
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"Digcipline at these schools is weak. Most of the teachers are Soviet women, and
they have trouble handling the boys. A Latvisn teacher,
becane interanted in the FRA-schoola and asked for & job at the one in
Liepaje. Bhe had great influsnce over the boys because she reasoned with them ingtead
of just besting tbem s do the Saviet women - & practice which just mede the boys
retaliate with more defiance.| The FRA boys ir Liepajs are so wild| that they erxe
actually feared in the town. 1 1

“Becauge of their background and attitude, the FRA boys work bsdly, They were the
chief comstruction workexa on|the only new school building erected in Liepaja since
World War II, the school in the northern suburd. When the walls verc raised, & large
fissure appeared in the foundation, which hed been poorly built from the start. The
fissure has been mended by m} arrangement of iron bars and Clumps.

Military Schools 1

|
“Pywo types of schools in I.atv‘a.s today ere particularly unpopular amcng the Latvians:

(a) Thes varioue miliwl schoois -~ All instruction in Lheul schools is given
in Russian. There is no rule, however, against the admission of lLatvians.

(b) The Merchant M.u-im‘ Bchool in Riga -- This institution }‘ll bi-lingusl with
Rustan Zatvian dspartmesnts. Few Latvians attend volpntn.ruy because,
tkough the conditions in the school itself sre the same P‘ in other schools,
the severe dilciplipe o Soviet ships makes the merchant msrine & hard

existence.”
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